Analysis of the membrane glycoproteins of platelets in the Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome.
We have examined the plasma membrane glycoproteins of platelets from three unrelated patients with the Wiskott-Aldrich syndrome. Single- or two-dimensional SDS-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis was performed. Glycoproteins were located by staining for carbohydrate, or by autoradiography when the platelets had been surface-labelled with 125I prior to solubilization. In one patient a slight decrease in the 125I-labelling intensity of GP Ib, GP Ia and a 125I-labelled polypeptide of Mr 168,000 were noted. For the two other patients the glycoprotein profiles were indistinguishable from those of normal subjects. These results clearly indicate that abnormalities in platelet membrane glycoproteins are not a common trait among Wiskott-Aldrich patients, and thus cannot be regarded as primary defects in this disease.